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DJECA ISTE MATERE

Stripove &itam otkad znam za sebe. Prvo sam, naravno, samo gledao slike sve dok, privuéen ¢arobnom
magijom koja se nalazila u tim stranicama sve dok na kraju, puno prije nego sam krenuo u Skolu, radi
stripova i putem stripova naucio Citati. Ta kombinacija slika i rije€i imala je na mene nevjerojatno snazan
utjecaj, bila je to ljubav na prvi pogled, ljubav koja mi je promijenila i oblikovala Zivot, ljubav koja je i danas
jednako snazna.

Karikature su me, takoder, pratile od malih nogu, po¢evsi od JoSka Marusi¢a iz Slobodne Dalmacije koji
je, kad gledam iz danasnje perspektive, mozda bio malo previSe politiCan za klinca, urnebesnog Berekina
i Poleta, pa meni omiljenog Ota Reisingera koji je bio vrlo zabavan i — meni narocito bitho — izvanredno
nacrtan, preko briljantnog Garyja Larsona pa sve do suvremenog domaceg klasika kao Sto je Nik Titanik.

Zanimljivo je, medutim, kako se nikad nisam zapalio za karikaturu kao za strip, jer kad se malo bolje
pogleda, njih su dvoje ustvari djeca iste matere. Sama rije¢ strip potjeCe iz engleskog izraza ,,comic strip*
iliti ,smijeSna traka“, niz od tri do Cetiri kadra koji se objavljivao svakog dana u dnevnim novinama,
uglavnhom humoristiCnog sadrzaja — Sto je u osnovi ustvari samo svojevrsna razrada i nadogradnja
klasi¢ne karikature koja se takoder svakodnevno objavljivala u novinama, samo $to je bila puno direktnija
— samo jedan kadar i poanta, odmah u glavu. Poslije se strip, naravno, prosirio i razvio u puno duze forme
i vjerojatno u tome grmu lezi zec. Strip je, za razliku karikature, nama klincima pruzao sate i sate zabave,
Sto je u ono analogno vrijeme bilo jako bitna stavka. Plus, tu je i taj kolekcionarski faktor, klinci vole
skupljati stvari, a stripovi su dusu dali upravo za to! S druge strane, karikaturu procitas, nasmije$ se,
zapamti$ foru i prepri€as ekipi i to je to, neées je izrezivati iz novina i skupljati. Malo je to nepravedno,
znam, jer jako je teSko isporucivati kvalitetne karikature iz dana u dan, iz tjedna u tjedan i tako godinama,
a nemaju svi autori srecu da im se radovi presele iz jednokratne, novinske stranice u samostalno izdanje
ili antologiju.

Danas je neko drugo vrijeme, strip je prakti¢ki potpuno nestao iz novina (a i na kioscima je isto ugrozena
vrsta), dok se karikatura jo§ nekako drzi, iako se i njoj prostor u tiskanim medijima sve viSe smanjuje, pa
je pitanje kakva buduénost ¢eka nasa dva papirnata brata? Danas se karikatura sve vise seli na Internet i
drustvene mreze te tako ipak dolazi do najSire publike, a najbolji autori imaju status svojevrsnih
celebrityja. Mozda c¢e i strip dozivjeti istu sudbinu?

Bilo kako bilo, u jedno sam siguran: vrijeme, moda, tehnologija i obi€aji ¢e se mijenjati kroz buducnost, ali
i karikatura i strip ¢e opstati. Jer dok ima ljudi, bit ¢e i potrebe da se crtezima ispriaju prie, a pogotovo
potrebe za smijehom.

O €emu uostalom svjedoce i radovi u ovom katalogu! UZivajte!

Marko Suniji¢



CHILDREN OF THE SAME MOTHER

I've been reading comics since | can remember. At first, of course, | just looked at the pictures until I,
thanks to comics and through comics, attracted by the enchanting magic contained in those pages and
long before | started school, learned to read.

That combination of pictures and words had an incredibly strong impact on me, it was love at first sight,
love that changed and shaped my life, love that is just as strong today.

The caricatures have also followed me from a young age, starting with JoSko Marusi¢ from Slobodna
Dalmacija who, when | look at it from today's perspective, was maybe a little too politically minded for a
kid, hilarious Berekin and Polet, and my favorite Oto Reisinger who was very entertaining and — what is
especially important to me - extraordinarily drawn, through the brilliant Gary Larson and all the way to a
contemporary domestic classic such as Nik Titanik.

It's interesting, however, that I've never been passionate about caricature as much as about comics,
because when you look a little closer, these two are actually children of the same mother. The word comic
itself comes from the English term "comic strip" i.e. "funny strip", a series of three or four shots that were
published every day in daily newspapers. Its content was mostly humorous - which is basically just a kind
of elaboration and upgrade of a classic caricature that was also being published in the newspapers every
day but was much more explicit - just one shot and a punch line right in the head. Later on, the comic, of
course, expanded and developed into a much longer form, and that is probably what this is all about. The
comic, unlike the caricature, provided us kids with hours and hours of fun, which was a very important
issue at that “analog” time. Plus, there’s that factor of collecting, kids love to collect things and comics are
just perfect for that! The caricature, on the other hand, is something you read, you laugh, you remember
the joke and you tell it to your friends and that's it, you won't cut it out of the newspaper and collect it. It's a
little unfair, | know, because it is very hard to deliver quality caricatures day in and day out, week in and
week out, and so on for years, and not all authors are lucky enough to have their works promoted from a
one-off, newspaper page to a standalone edition or anthology.

Times are different today, comics have practically completely disappeared from newspapers (and are
endangered species at news stands as well), while caricature still holds on somehow, although its space
in the print media is also being increasingly reduced, so the question is what kind of future awaits our two
paper brothers? Today, the caricature is present in the Internet and social networks, thus still reaching the
widest audience and the best authors are a kind of celebrities. Maybe comics will suffer the same fate?
Either way, I'm sure of one thing: time, fashion, technology and customs will change through the future,
but both caricature and comics will survive. Because as long as there are people, there will also be a
need to tell stories through drawings and especially a need for laughter.

After all, the works in this book testify to that! Enjoy!

Marko Suniji¢
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